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Aty & Ledsuro
Artist saw the light and changed her hife
By Pefer McDermott
April 29. 2609 Now thar's she baen close 1o death, Roisin
& Fitzpatrick no longer fears it A near-fatal brain hemorrhage (wo
vears ago changed her life i other ways, too Fitzpatrick once
worked on development programs for bodies hike the Umited LR
Nanons and the Evropean Commussion Now she's devotes her - Pubs & Restauronts
fife 10 her own distinctive art

Fitzpainick has quickly established herself with exlubitions of her
work on both sides of the Atlantic. Her latest wall show at the
Ward-Nasse Gallery on Prince Street in Soho through the month
of May.

While prepanng for the exhubition in New York recently, she
roc ';]iad the day she fell all a1 the Bray, Co. Wicklow,

- "l was in the meddle of the dav 1 2ot
ﬂm Barrendous pain in m} head,” she smd. "It came ount of
nowhere ™

Fitzpatnick was taken (o a local ER and then wansferred fater in
the day to Beaumont Hospital on Dubhin's North side Aware she
Wwas expenencing a senous theeat 1o her heaith, she employed the
meditative pracoices she'd feams dunng an iliness in her 205 71
knew how to zo to that calm place.” she smd Her younger self,
Fitzpatrick said. would have panicked.

She loves o dance and that was her motivation in wanting @
prevent debilitating brain damage. In fact, she was wold later her
course of action probably prevented her death

She expenenced something bevoad the usual mednaton ™1
connected with the most blissful enerpy.” she sud. "The senses
were extremiely heightened

“It's hard 10 put into swords” sard Fuzpatnck, who was bom in
Dublin in 1969 Instead, she expresses it through art

"It took 1nc about a year to fully recover, but 1 knew 1 wanted to
do something to share that expenence,” she recalled,

Fitzpatrick's sivie is a "fusion of light. ervstal and silk.” which



aims o recreate the sense of "deep inner peace, serenity,
haremoay ond soul connechon”™ she'd fel.

She has US, copyrnight and EL registration for more than 400
designs. And she's won plaudits from people such as the
American achvist and spintual author Marianne Williamson,

"Roisin Fiurpatrick’s art has blesgsed my hife, reminding me
always of the light mherent in evervthime.” Willlomson has
writien

Fitzpatrick doesn't talk sbout her near-death experience in
explicitly religious terms, but she adheres to ideas that are
common 1o all religious raditons, She has no doubi that there 15
life after death. People change form when they die, she believes.
I they understood that, thev'd concéntrale on “living life rather
than fearing death.™

The artist sasd her experience has stayed with her. Life used to be
al 40 watis. “Now it's at 250 waits,” she sud

The exhibition ai Ward=-Nasse CGallery, ar 178 Prince 5t will be
afficially opemed by Niall Burgess, the frish consef general, from
6-10 prom on this Saoeeday, Meay 2, 2009 Members of the general
Fmblic are welcome, For miove details emall

inforet rodsimfiizparrick com or visii

At wwweossinfitzpeairick com.
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